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Last month I reported the Strengths of our church which were identi fied at the July  
meeting of Lay Leaders with the District Consultant. This month I want to point out  
some “Areas for Improvement”  which were identified:

   Debt/Finances in general 
   Building repair 
   Accessibility 
   Involvement of new members 
   More intergenerational dialogue/activities 
   Young Adult Campus Ministry 
   Volunteer recruitment 
   Re-strengthening community 

If these are areas of interest/concern for you, ask how you can help or get involved.  
This is a critical time for All Souls as we struggle to resolve our budget deficits and  
prepare for a fall pledge drive while continuing to provide quality programming and  
outstanding worship services. 

 Remember: the Congregation empowers the Board who empower the minister and the  
staff who empower the Congregation who empower… I think you get the picture. 
                  
              Hugs to all,  Gale
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                                  Caring Connection  

 Many thanks to Roger Christian for helping us arrange to use the beautiful pool and  
clubhouse facil ity at his town house complex for our End of Summer Swim Party. 

 As the school year begins, let’ s not forget all our terrific young adults i n college,  
 whether here in the area or far away. Alston Walker (alstonw@gmail.com) is a  
 sophomore at Tulane University. Megan Lynch  (mlynch4@paws.lsu.edu) is a  
 senior (!) at LSU – Baton Rouge, where Ren�  Boswell is a sophomore. Katee  
 Fontane  is a sophomore here at BPCC (kfontane@gmail.com) , and Delia Caldwell  
 is a freshman at NSU. (melodypristine@gmail.com) Drop them a line when you get  
 a chance, and let them know they are sti l l  a part of our communi ty. 

 Our hearts and prayers are with David Seale as he undergoes chemotherapy for a  
 recurrence of prostate cancer. 

 We continue to hold Alan Mi tchell close to our hearts as we celebrate his regaining  
 conciousness at the VA Hospital this past week.  Get out of there, Alan, it’ s an election      
 year! 

 Two of our members lost beloved pets this past month. Hank and Frances Stoer lost  
 their dog, Baco, a familiar l ittle face around All Souls who often accompanied Hank  
 on his nature trail photographic expeditions.  Katie Drew lost her big, loving 13-year-old 
 cat, Andy. They had both been beloved famil y members for years, and will be greatly  
 missed. Please keep Katie and the Stoers in your thoughts and prayers. 

 It was wonderful to see Michael Irwin at Artist Sunday. Come back, Mike, and stay  
 longer next time! 

Many, many thanks to Ron Babers Hagar and the Worship Team, and to all of the artists, 
musicians and poets who helped to make Artist Sunday such a delightful artistic and 
spiritual experience!  The talent i n this congregation is mind-boggling! 



�

�

�
. � � � � �� � � � " � ! � � � �� 6 � �� �! � ���A � � � � 	
 ! � �� � ! �� � �
 � �
 � � 
 � � ! " �� �� � �� � " 7�� � 
 � �� � � �� � � � � �
 � �
 ! � ��
	�� � � ��F! � � �6 � �� �" 7�� 
 � �! � �� 
 �� � � 
 7" �- � ��� � � �� " � �� ! 		��� � � ��" � 
 �
 ! � �� � �" 7��� � � � �2� � � �6 � � ��
� � � �2� � � �
 � �; 7� � ��" 7�� 
 �3" 
 6 �2
 ! <��� ! � � �� � " � � ��� 
 � �� 	�F! � � �� � �� " � �� 
 � � " � " � �� ! �	� �" 7�� 2�2
 ! � ��
/ 
 � � � �� " � �� 
 ! " � �	��
�
?�� 
 � � �� � �� �2� � � �6 �		�� � �� �2� � � �
 � �� � �� �� ! � 	�� " � �� � � � " � ��� � � " � � 
 � � � � �
 " ��� " � �� � � " � � � " � � " � � ���D
 ! ���
� � � �� � � �� � � � � �� 
 � � ! " ��2�
 � �) 		�� 
 ! 	� ����" � � �� � � �� � �� 		�	� � � �2� � � �� " � �� � ! � � � �� � �� 
 �� � � � � �� 
 � �� � � � " 7� � � ��
?�" � � � � �3" � 6 �?�� � � ���D
 ! �� �� �� � � � �6 �� � �2
 ! � �7
 
 � �� ! � 
 � ��2
 ! � �� " � � 72��2
 ! � �6 �		�" 7" � � � �� 
 �� � 	� ��� " � �
2
 ! � ��� � � � �� " � �� 
 � � �� � � " � �� 
 ��� � �� ! � ! � � �
 � �
 ! � �� � ! � � � ���D
 ! �� � � �� �� �7� �� � � " � � � � E��) " � �� 
 � �� � � � �?�� � �
7� � � � � ! 	��
�
D
 ! � �� �� �
 " ��2
 ! � �� � �� �� ��� " � �
 ! � �� 
 � � �� � � " � �� 
 �
 " � �� " 
 � � � � �� 
 �� ! �	� �� " � �� ! � � � �" �� �� 	� � � �� " � �� 
 �� � �� 
 � ��
	�� � � � 	�� � 	�7�
 " �� � � � ��" �� � � � � � � 
 � � �� " � ��" �" 
 � � � 6 � � � � 
 ! �� �� " � ��� � 
 � �� � � �� 
 � � �� " � �� �� 
 � � ! " ��2�� � � � ��
� � � " � � � " � � ��� � �
 � � �" � � 2��� � � " � � 
 � � � �� � � �� ! " � � " � ��� " � �� " � �� � � � �� � � �� 
 ! 	��
�
?� ��� �� �7� � � � �� � �� �	� 7� �� " � �� 
 " 
 � �� 
 �� � �2
 ! � �� �" �� �� � ���
 �� � � � � �2
 ! � �F
 2� �� " � ��� 
 ! 7� �� �� " � ��� � 	�" 7� ���?��
	
 
 3�� 
 � 6 � � � �� 
 �� � � � �" 7�2
 ! � ��� � � � �� " � �2
 ! � �� 
 " � � � " � ���) " � �?�� � �� � � � � " � 
 ! � 	2�� >� �� � � �� � 
 ! � �� � �" 7��
6 �� � �2
 ! �� � �� �" � >� �2� � � �� � �6 � �� 
 " � �" ! � �� 
 �� � 
 � �� � �� �� � � �" 7�� 	� � � �� 
 � �	� � � " �" 7��� 
 � � � � � �
 " �� " � �� � �� �� ! � 	�
7� 
 6 � � ��

� � � � � � � � � � � 4� ��� 
� ��� ���� � � �
�

       Volunteers of the Month:  
           Br idget Lyman and  
                Richard Denton   

For all the work they did to make the annual  
swimming party at Roger Christian’ s place go  
so well, the All Souls Council selected Richard 
Denton and Bridget Lyman Co-Volunteers of  
the Month for September.  From start to finish,  
this well-organized pair was deeply involved,  
as they coordinated volunteers to bring young  
people from the church, helped deliver the food,  
and set everything up on location.  Richard  
cooked the hamburgers and hotdogs as only he  
could. And when all the eating and most of the  
fun were over, Richard and Bridget helped clean  
up.  We wish the Parking Lot of Honor were big 
enough to accommodate them both at once, but  
we know they will share it with style. 

We need sanctuary flowers for the following  
Sundays:   September 3 and 24, October 1 and 22,  
November 5 and December 3.  
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        Interested in learning more  
               about All Souls? 
A membership information and orientation session  
will be held September 24, at 12:15 to acquaint  
frequent guests and visitors with opportunities to 
become involved and with the process of becoming  
a member of our wonderful All Souls communi ty. 

If you are eligible for membership, and would l ike 
to make a membership commi tment, please contact  
Rev. Lyn Oglesby or Scott Lowe, Membership Chair.  
Those who have made that decision and have made  
a formal pledge, wil l have an opportuni ty to sign the  
membership book during the worship service on  
October 1st.  

Hurr icane Housing: Can You Help? 
�

In the interest of preparedness in the face of disaster, the 
Rev. Burton Carley is putting together a l ist of available 
UU hurricane evacuee hosts throughout the Southwest 
District. If you can help, please call or email the church 
(868-3313 or office@allsoulsuushreveport.org), or sign 
up on the Hurricane Housing sheet i n the foyer. Include 
your name, contact information, how many people you 
can house, and whether or not you will allow children, 
pets and/or smokers. 

Lyn invites all members, friends and guests of  
the church to call and make an appointment to 
come and discuss with her any and all matters 
weighing on their minds and hearts, or simply to 
get better acquainted. Call the office on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday between 10:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m., or call her directly at (318) 402-2662. 
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������So that all souls shall grow into harmony with the sacred. 

We say this once each week as part of our Unison Affirmation.  Throughout the rest of the week, we spend much of our time trying  
to l ive into those words.  We strive to create a true “sanctuary”  in every sense of the word, in every part of the building and beyond:  
a safe place, where all are invited to create an opening for the holy – “ to grow into harmony with the sacred”  – in the way most  
meaningful to each person. 

In a faith as rich and diverse as Unitarian Universalism, the Sunday worship service cannot do this alone, for every  person, every 
week. The path to spiritual growth is a different one for each person, and the exciting thing about All Souls is that it is a place where 
our paths converge and we can learn from each other. Look through this newsletter for opportunities to choose or follow your own 
path, even as it leads you to explore and learn from the paths of others. 

As the children and youth begin the first pil lar of the year, Unitarian Universalist Identity, the adults can look forward to an exciting 
variety of new classes and workshops beginning in September and October. We’ re glad that you’ve chosen to walk your path with us. 
Check out the Adult RE and Covenant Group pages of this newsletter, watch your mailbox for the 2006-2007 Adult RE Catalogue, 
and know that you have companions for the journey. 

The Free and Responsible Search
Adult Religious Education Opportunities in September

“ Big Mind, Big Heart”  DVD Series 

 Dr. Richard Hutchinson recentl y attended the “Big Mind, Big Heart”  retreat led by Genpo Roshi (Dennis Merzel), abbot of the 
Kanzeon Zen Center of Salt  Lake City.  He has brought back four 90 minute DVDs of these sessions. Genpo Roshi teaches a 
novel synthesis of Zen Buddhism with western  psychology, including Jung, Perls and  others, featuring a  Jungian approach 
known as "Voices Dialogue" developed by Hal &  Sidra Stone. On four consecutive Sunday evenings, Dr. Hutchinson will  
introduce each DVD and take questions afterward. Dr. Hutchinson is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Louisiana Tech. 
Four sessions                                  Sunday Evenings  7:00 – 9:00 p.m  
September 17-October 8                             Facil itator: Dr. Richard Hutchinson 

Avatar Mini-course #6 – Belief Management 

Those who attended last spring’s “ Integrity and Forgiveness”  workshop will be happy to know that Gretchen Cloutier is back  
to share more of her work with the Avatar program. Gretchen says of the workshop, "We will be looking at our beliefs about 
money and spirituality/religion/good works.  Do they go together, and how?" Note: Gretchen will also be speaking on Avatar at 
the Brown Bag Discussion Group on this same date, September 27.  
One session                           Wednesday, September 27   6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
                                           Facil itator: Gretchen Cloutier 

Coming in October :  Wednesday Adult RE Night, i ncluding nursery care, kids' activities and a catered supper. For all the 
details, watch your mailbox next week for the 2006-2007 Adult RE catalogue! 

Living By Heart – After an introductory sermon on September 17, Lyn will be facil itating this  spiritual discipline curriculum  
by Laurel Hallman,  using poetry as a tool for meditation and self-discovery. Sessions on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., 
meeting every two weeks ti l l  May 2.  

Thirteen Sessions                   Every Other Wednesday Evening, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
October 11 – May 2                                      Facil itator: Rev. Dr. Lyn Oglesby 

Faith Without Certainty:  Liberal Theology in the 21st Century  - Beginning October 18, Lyn will facil itate a discussion group 
based on this book by Paul Rasor.  

Five Sessions                Every Other Wednesday Evening, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
October 18 – December 20                                              Facil itator: Rev. Dr. Lyn Oglesby 
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Susan Clark    09/09 
Ron Thurston    09/09 
Richard Denton    09/13 
Henry Walker    09/13 
Sherry Lyon    09/16 
Hank Stoer    09/16 
Marion Avery    09/17 
Lauren Sadasivan   09/18 
Kathleen Swearingen   09/19 
Jan Krouskop    09/20 
Margaret Hurley   09/21 
Gale Gucker    09/22 
Chelsea Girard    09/22 
Philip Peterson    09/23 
Sandra Ersoff    09/24 
Michael Irwin    09/24  
Sharon Swanson   09/27 
Katie Allen    09/28 
Ron Marti n    09/30 
Elysse Orchard    09/30 
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������Building &  Grounds Workday  �
Saturday, September  9th — Join us anytime from  
8:00 until noon as we clean the grounds and help set up for  
the Silent Auction.   After the work, we will again celebrate  
our accomplishments with pi zza! 

���������������Fall Media Sale!  
The Fall Media Sale is sti ll  on but postponed due to conflicts.  
Keep rounding up CDs, books, records, cassette players, etc.  
for November.  If you are not able to store, call Kathy Osuch  
at 861-6729.  

UU Christian Fellowship Bible Study 
Beginning August 9th at 6:30 p.m. and continuing until 
November 29th, the Bible Study Group will meet at the  
church every Wednesday night.  Tim Steed, a minister at  
Shreveport Bible Church will conduct the meetings.  We  
are studying the book of Acts. For more information,  
call Roger Christian (635-3895) or Ray Ocasio (834-4436). 

Revival in New York City 
November 5-6, 2006 

�

The UU Christian Fellowship is meeting in New York City, 
November 2nd – 5th at the Fourth Universalist Society.  For 
more information contact Roger Christian. .  

Communications Committee 
There will be a Communications Commi ttee meeting on 
Thursday, September 14, at 6:30PM.  It wil l be held at Greg 
Guerin's house, 154 Albany, Shreveport.  We are aiming for 
the second Thursday of each month.  We are looking for more 
members to help serve on this committee. 

   Colores de Pueblo will be back!! �
Saturday, November 11, 9-5 and Sunday, 12 -2.  Plan  
to come and get some great stuff, start your Christmas  
shopping off early��

Catch Up on Your Pledge!  
�

Please, anyone who has fallen behind, we need every dollar  
to pay our bil ls.  If you have fallen behind due to financial 
problems, please let the minister know, so we can adjust your 
pledge and our budget.  THANKS.  
                                                         Kathy Osuch, Treasurer 

Upcoming Denominational Events
The Southwest Unitarian Universalist Fall  
                Leadership Conference 

An opportunity to learn what is working well for other  
congregations in all aspects of church life, and to share  
our own success stories.  
   The Uni tarian Church of Baton Rouge  
   November 10-12, 2006  
Look for registration forms in the foyer soon, or check  
swuuc.org.  Let's increase our district participation this  
year, starting with this helpful and practical conference  
in a helpful and practical location!  

Eastern Religion Covenant Group  
The new book for study is Gnostic Gospels, by  
Elaine Pagels, Professor of Religion at Princeton  
University, a preeminent figure i n the theological 
community whose impressive scholarship has  
earned her 1nternational respect.  As a young  
researcher at Barnard College, she changed forever 
the historical landscape of the Christian religion 
by exploding the myth of the early Christian  
Church as a uni fied movement. 

Her findings were published in the bestsell ing  
book, The Gnostic Gospels, an analysis of 52 early  
Christian manuscripts that were unearthed in Egypt.  
Known collectively as the Nag Hammadi Library,  
The manuscripts show the pluralistic nature of the 
early church and the role of women in the developing  
Christian movement. As the early church moved  
toward becoming an orthodox body with a canon,  
rites and clergy, the manuscripts were suppressed  
and deemed heretical. 

The Gnostic Gospels won both the National Book  
Critic’ s Circle Award and the National Book Award  
and was chosen by the Modern Library as one of the 
100 best books of the 20th Century. 

Pagels has written many scholarly articles and book  
reviews and has been profi led in TIME, The Atlantic  
Monthly, Vogue, Mirabella and The New Yorker. In  
2004 she was a featured commentator on the ABC  
special program, “Jesus, Mary and Da Vinci.”  

“She presents even the most esoteric material in a 
fashion accessible to those who know nothing of  
her subject: “                                 Yale Law School 

       Yogananda Covenant Group 
The Yogananda Book Study covenant group will not be 
meeting this year.  Instead we will put our focus into the 
Thursday night group meditation. 
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                   About Covenant Groups and Classes 

You do not have to be a member of All Souls to join a covenant 
group or take a class.  We hope that through your participation,  
you will make a close circle of friends that you will look forward  
to seeing at Sunday services and other All Souls events. 

Current Covenant Group L isting 

Articulating Your FaithDiscussions centered around “Reclaiming 
Your Spiritual  
Vocabulary.”  The group meets  Monday at 6:30 p.m. at Courtyard 
Coffee, For information, call Susan at 868-3313.   

Parenting Group 
For parents of all ages to share suggestions and support.  Meets the 
first Thursday of the month at the church. 5:30—7:30 p.m. First hour 
discussion (child care provided),  second hour potluck.  Call Amanda 
Lawrence 318-864-2010. 

Bridge Group 
For more information, call Barbara Harris at 868-8785.  

UU Christian Fellowship Bible Study Group  
Meets every Wednesday 6:30 at the church. If you have questions, 
call Roger Christian at 635-3895 or Ray Ocasio at 347-7083 or 834-
4436.  

Eastern Religions Group 
Meets every Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Hazel Mar-
tin, 869-2290.  

Hiking Group 
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 
Susan Bettinger, 868-0863, to schedule and plan future hikes.   

Vocal And Instrumental Ensemble 
This group now meets at 7:30 p.m. on the 1st Thursday of the month 
at various members’  homes.  Please call Bob Jordan at 318-861-0167 
for the location.

Ongoing Groups, Organizations and Activities 

Brown Bag Discussion Series 
This popular series continues this fall.  Among our September  
offerings are: Larry Androes, September 20, on “Gnosticism: The 
Secret Teachings Christianity ALMOST Lost”   and Gretchen 
Cloutier, September 27,  speaking on Avatar.  Bring your lunch,  
hear an enlightening speaker, and stay for the discussion afterward.  
Every Wednesday from 11:30 to 1:00.  Free and open to the public.  
If you would like to hear a particular speaker or topic, call Susan 
Caldwell at 868-3313 with your request.  

The Choir of All Souls 
The choir now meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. and Sundays  
at 5:30 p.m.  All are welcome.  For more information contact  
Barbara Jarrell at 318-797-1957.   

Meditation Group 
Sitting Buddhist meditation, free of charge and open to all.  
Newcomers welcome.  Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. at the church.  
Contact Larry Androes, 221-6833. 

Sisters Of Miriam 
Women’s Spirituality Group - Call Pat Knotts (747-0639) and let her 
know what kind of programming would bring you out of your house 
for a women’s group meeting!  

Social Justice Team  
Meets on  the last Sunday of the month after church.   
Location varies, see calendar. For more information call Ron Hagar 
(318-868-1755).  

Yogananda Meditation Service
The monthly Yogananda Meditation Service will meet every  
Thursday at 7:30 at Sue Suzette’s home. All are welcome.  The  
practice of any silent meditation technique is welcome. For more 
information contact either Sue Suzette at 742-8345 or Cheryl Babers 
Hagar. at 868-1755.  

     “ Building on Higher Ground”  

Shreveport-Bossier Communi ty Renewal and the Fuller  
Center are building houses in Allendale for hurricane  
evacuees and local people in need of permanent housing.  
Adul ts and youth from All Souls have been helping out  
on Saturdays between 7am and 1pm. We can always use  
more! There are jobs for all skill levels!  Come and lend  
your hands and hearts to this project that is revitalizing a  
community. Call Susan at 868-3313 for information and  
directions. 

New Web Calendar at All Souls 

To improve the quality of services offered by our  
web site, we are testing the Google Calendar for use  
on our web site at All Souls. If you want to see what  
the improved calendar looks like, go online to:  
http://calendar.allsoulsuushreveport.org/

Using the Google Calendar offers many advantages  
for our members,friends, and guests: 

 * * Easy integration of church event info with  
 other personal information managers  that use the 
 "iCalendar" open data standard for calendar data  
 exchange (e.g. Microsoft Outlook 2003 and later,  
 Apple's iCal, Mozil la Calendar Project, Lotus  
 Notes, etc). 

 * * Integration with existi ng personal Google  
 Calendars for members, friends, and  guests who  
 have already signed up for this free web service. 

 * *The iCal format can be loaded into any  
 personal information managers(PIMs)  
 such as Microsoft Outlook on the PC or iCal  
 on the Macintosh --once this data is available in 
 the user's PIM software, it can then be used in  
 hand-held organizers such as PalmPilots and  
 other personal digital assistants, "smart phones" 
 l ike Blackberries or Treos, and iPods.  

Please provide me with your feedback on this calendar test  
� 2�� � � �	�" 7�� � �� � ��webmaster@allsoulsuushreveport.org

            Caring Connection 
The group meets the second Tuesday of the month  
beginning June 13th at 6:00 p.m. For more information 
call Ron Thurston (318-686-3151) All are welcome. 
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