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A newsletter for the members and friends of All Souls  
Unitarian Universalist Church of Shreveport, Louisiana 
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       Office Hours - Monday:  Office Closed          Tuesday - Friday:  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.    
  Church Website:  www.allsoulsuushreveport.org          Office email:  office@allsoulsuushreveport.org 

9449 Ellerbe Road,  Shreveport, Louisiana  71106    �     (318) 868-3313    �     FAX (318) 868-9030 

July Services at 11:00 a.m.  
Nursery care is available from 10:45 a.m.   

Children and youth join us in the Sanctuary each Sunday before they are dismissed to class.   
 
July 5.  11:00 a.m.   In celebration of our nation’s birth, writer, philosopher, inventor, statesman and 
one of our most beloved Founding Fathers, Benjamin Franklin , joins us this morning.  
 Board Person of the Day: Amanda Lawrence  Sanctuary Flowers:  
     
July 12.  11:00 a.m.   Our very special guest this morning is the Rev. Dr. Donald Webb, former Presi-
dent of Centenary College, with his sermon, “Labor of Love.”  
 Board Person of the Day: Susan Bettinger   Sanctuary Flowers:  
 
July 19.  11:00 a.m.  One of our most beloved and uplifting services of the year, Artist Sunday features 
the work of the performing and visual artists in our midst. The service will feature music, poetry and dance 
from our members and friends, including Lip Service Trio, Tim Brogan, Barbara Jarrell, Bob Jordan and 
many more. Afterward, enjoy the display and sale of visual art in the Religious Education Wing.  
 Board Person of the Day: Jared Davis    Sanctuary Flowers: Sherry and Clay Walker 
             in honor of Zoe and Xan’s birthdays 
 
July 26.  11:00 a.m.  Chaplain Barbara Jarrell returns to the pulpit this morning.  
 Board Person of the Day: Claudia Harris   Sanctuary Flowers:  
 
August 2. 11:00 a.m.  Our honored guest this morning is Rabbi Jana De Benedetti of B’nai Zion Con-
gregation.   
 Board Person of the Day: Claudia Harris   Sanctuary Flowers:  

News from the Membership Team 

We held an Ingathering for New Members on Sunday, June 14 to welcome Kevin Hayes, April Waren, Robin Drury, 
Tess McIntyre, and Rain Goins to our church family. Our other two new members, Ann Marie Fontenot and Chris Cat-
lett, were not present. 

The following people signed the Stepping Stones book at the May 31 Newcomer Information and Orientation Session: 
Destin Gautier, Jennifer Brunet, Jeremy Abbott, and Jonathan Attaway. 

Our next Newcomer Information and Orientation Session will be held after the 11:00 a.m. service on July 26. This is a 
wonderful way for visitors and others to find out about Unitarian Universalism, what's happening at All Souls in 
Shreveport, and how they can become a member of our church family. The ministerial staff and the membership com-
mittee will be present to answer your questions. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Ron Thurston, Membership Chair, 686-3151 
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We are a Deliberately 
Diverse Community 

Board President  
Susan Bettinger (318-868-0863)

shbcsw@aol.com 

Chaplain 
Barbara Jarrell 

318-868-3313 – Church Office 
chaplain@allsoulsuushreveport.org 

Director of Religious Education 
(DRE) 

Susan Caldwell (318-868-3313,  
or 318-465-3427 cell) 

dre@allsoulsuushreveport.org  

Office Administrator 
Deborah Stille (318-868-3313) 

office@allsoulsuushreveport.org 

Financial Assistant 
Jan Daczyk (318-868-3313) 

jdaczyk@firstjdcla.org 

Building & Grounds 
Franklin Adams (318-402-3211) 

Caring Connection 
Susan Bettinger (318-868-0863) 

Kathy Osuch (318-861-6729) 

Children/Youth Religious  
Education Contact 

 Susan Caldwell  
(318-465-3427) 

Communications 
Rovena Windsor (318-925-2180) 

rovena@hughes.net 

Social Justice Team 
OPEN 

Fundraising 
Jared Davis 

Jared_davis2@hotmail.com 

Membership Growth 
Ron Thurston (318-686-3151) 

ronedwardthurston@yahoo.com  

Worship 
Barbara Jarrell (318-797-1957) 

Youth Advisor 
Steve Caldwell (318-752-2805)
steve.caldwell@barksdale.af.mil 

(Adult Facilitator) 

Letter from the President’s Desk 

After agreeing to serve as President of the Board of Directors and regretting that decision, I 
began to think about why All Souls matters enough to me that I would agree in the first 
place. Recent Sunday messages from Barbara have helped to crystallize my thoughts. The 
Principles upon which Unitarian Universalism is based are very dear to me. One of my goals 
for the church is that we make it clear to the larger community what we offer to it.  
 
The “Bridge Builders” service of June 21st reminded me and all of us that the continuation 
of All Souls in the past has depended upon the fortitude, persistence and support of all its 
members. The future of the church depends upon those same qualities of current members. I 
want to be among those whose efforts secure the future for All Souls.  
 
I am aware that other members feel as strongly as I do about All Souls, and that I and other 
Board members will have very good help.  
 
During the recent Board Retreat, after some ideas about how to approach the current needs 
of the church had been discussed, Elysse Orchard looked at me with light in her eyes and 
said, “I feel good about this.” I do, too, Elysse and all of you, and I plan to do the very best 
that I can to see that the light of All Souls grows brighter.  
 
Yours in the Journey, 

 ��������		
�����

Volunteer of the Month:  
Dionne Procell 

 

For Volunteer of the Month of July, the All Souls Council chose Dionne Procell in appreciation 
for her work in organizing the Green Group, which will now become a committee of the Coun-
cil.  The purpose of the group is to raise awareness of ecological issues and sustainable practices 
around the church and in our members' daily lives at home. Toward this end, Dionne has helped 
to organize the planting and maintenance of the vegetable garden, involving all generations, and 
along with her husband, Alan Brown, participated in our Earth Day service to talk about green 
living as a spiritual practice. She has coordinated the efforts of the group to provide monthly tips 
on green living in the newsletter, and will be representing the new Green Committee at the 
Council. We won't be surprised if a lovely green aura surrounds the Parking Lot of Honor this 
month.              Submitted by Bob Wood 

Green Covenant Group Becomes a Committee! 
 
This week the church board voted to allow the Green Covenant Group to become a committee. 
The committee will implement and promote sustainable programs in four focus areas -- Earth 
justice, sustainable living, worship and celebration, and religious education. For now, the com-
mittee will still meet on the third Thursday of each month at 7 PM and all are welcome to help 
us with our “green” work. 
 
The job description of the Green Committee meets the goals required by the UUA’s Green 
Sanctuary accreditation process, and the congregation will learn more about the Green Sanctu-
ary Program and vote on whether the church will pursue the Green Sanctuary designation at the 
next congregational meeting this fall.  
 
To learn more about the Green Sanctuary Program, visit: http://www.uua.org/leaders/
leaderslibrary/greensanctuary/index.shtml.  
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From the Chaplain 

In this past Sunday’s service it was our privilege to honor some of our more senior members. 
With songs and hymns they selected themselves and heartfelt words from present and past mem-
bers we lifted up a generation that has created a high standard indeed for those of us who follow. 
The kindness, generosity, tenacity, sincerity, effort, and commitment to both the quest for deeper 
spiritual understanding and to All Souls demonstrated by Hank Stoer, John Rosser, Franklin Ad-
ams and Bill Johnston is a wonder to witness. We thank them all for being who they are among us 
as well as their part in creating solid ground from which others have felt safe enough to reach far-
ther into unfamiliar ideas about religion and science and culture. This is the generation that began 
to teach us that we must leave things better than we find them. Their utter determination to remain 
engaged and to continue to grow is truly inspiring and something we would all do well to mimic. 

My thanks go out, also, to all of you who helped with the service. 
 
In a couple of days I will arrive in Salt Lake City to attend my first ever General Assembly. I don’t know what I will find 
exactly but I do know that there I will have the opportunity to experience the coming together of Unitarian Universalists 
from all across the country. I will attend lectures and workshops and worship services with the intention of collecting new 
tools and information to share with you—to help us help ourselves and those whom it is our responsibility to serve.  
 
I am quite excited about the steps and direction we are taking. The Board and Council Retreat was delightful, the dialogue 
robust. The visioning/long-range-planning team that is being assembled is absolutely top notch and I imagine will soon 
begin their communications with all of us. I know that we can be whatever we determine is truly ours to be. 
 
In the SWUUC (Southwestern Unitarian Universalist Conference) Newsletter that I recently received, our District Execu-
tive Susan Smith shares these thoughts: 

 
In case you are wondering, the economic downturn is having an effect on congregational fundraising. I've only 
seen two kinds of congregations this year - ones that are raising more money than they've ever raised before and 
those that have done half-hearted fundraising and are getting half-hearted results. Most people when asked to sup-
port meaningful ministries grounded in their deeply-held values give generously even if it means giving up some 
of their less personal charitable giving. 

 
As we continue to identify more clearly our deeply-held values (personal and collective) and the ministries that we under-
stand to be meaningful (personally and collectively) let us each search our hearts, minds, and spirits for the visions to 
which we are being called by these times and our place in the life of this church, the broader community, and this moment 
in history. If you have a meditation practice—lift up this body that we may persist in more fully manifesting our positive 
potential. If you have a prayer life—pray for our church and our discernment in all our forward motion. Whether or not 
these are your practices—please continue to hold this congregation in your thoughts with positive regard and renewed en-
thusiasm for the joy, peace, love, community and opportunities that we find here and that we can create together. Let us 
seek to duplicate the level of commitment seen so prevalently in the generations preceding us.  
 
I look forward to seeing you when I return. 
Yours in good faith— 
My best, 

 ���
����

Northern and Central Louisiana Interfaith Education Summit 
 

9:00 a.m.-Noon, Saturday, July 18th, 2009, Christ Temple Ministries, 4000 Hearne Ave. 
Special Guest: Dr. Gerald Dawkins, Caddo Parish Superintendent of Schools 

 
Interfaith leaders have conducted several house meetings where parents and community leaders expressed their concerns 
about Caddo Parish Schools. Dr. Dawkins has attended several of these meetings, listening to our concerns and sharing 
his plan to turn failing schools around. Dr. Dawkins has committed to work with Interfaith, and Interfaith leaders have 
committed to build a constituency of parents, pastors, community business and school leaders that support public educa-
tion. Over the next few months, we will identify parents interested in learning how to become effective advocates for 
their children’s schools. These parents will work with Dr. Dawkins and others to address their concerns. ����
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I’ve been sharing stories of our All Souls garden with my friend and writing buddy, Laura Flett, and she has been watch-
ing the garden’s progress when she visits the church. She told me a wonderful story about the time she and her class at 
Stoner Hill planted a vegetable garden there, not only as a source of food but as a great place to give the children a sense 
of accomplishment and  to teach a lot of science lessons, planned and unplanned. The garden took off, much as ours has 
done, and one day the janitor remarked to her that she had quite a beautiful garden, and that none of his vegetables at 
home were growing nearly as well as hers. He said, “I bet I know why,” and when she asked him, he said, “It’s because 
those little children planted those seeds.” 
 

I think the janitor at Stoner Hill had it just right. As I look at the Giant Mutant Squash, soon to star in its own horror 
movie, the bell peppers and banana peppers, the basil that’s enormous even after it was cut way back (Kelly is making 
pesto!) , the lettuce and even broccoli, which several gardeners tell me they’ve never been able to grow here, I, too, am 
convinced, “It’s because those little children planted those seeds.” And not just the little children, but the children and 
youth of all ages and the adults who love and help them, too.  
 

I hope all of you have had a chance to visit and enjoy the All Souls vegetable garden this summer. The garden has al-
ready fed a number of people: those who have worked on it, and on other projects throughout the church; those within 
and beyond our church walls who can occasionally use a little help stretching the food budget; veterans in a group home 
in the neighborhood of one of our Green Group members; various members and visitors who’ve been told, enthusiasti-
cally, “By all means, pick squash!” and most recently, our honored Church Fathers, all the dads, and all the members of 
the congregation who stayed for the Father’s Day reception. Already, through these tiny garden patches, the strands of 
the web have stretched out to more people and more places than we can even know.   
 

Everything that we do here is like that. Every squash or tomato planted or harvested, every lesson taught, every song 
sung, every kind word spoken, every hug or touch on the shoulder, at just the moment it was needed.  When we work 
together as a loving, multi-generational community, all kinds of wonderful things are likely to grow, and then go out into 
the world to feed and nurture all sorts of people and projects that we may never see, or realize we touched. Ready to set 
this process in motion?  This summer and fall, find your place in the RE Wing. Teach, learn, and reach out to the world.�
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" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�� ����&�� ��� ��'��(�� ���������)�������&�� ��� ��'��(�� ���������)�������&�� ��� ��'��(�� ���������)�������&�� ��� ��'��(�� ���������)������ Have fun 
turning your creativity loose on the page, and learn how this kind of writing 
can help with problems and questions in your daily life!  A three-part series 
with the author of Writing Toward the Light.   
 
�����*+��������*+��������*+��������*+���� ����� ������,-$..�� ����/��-$..�� ����/��-$..�� ����/��-$..�� ����/�� Today, all ages get a chance to tour the KTBS-
3 News Satellite Truck, which will be visiting All Souls  this morning.  
     ������������� ������ �� �������
���������
���������
���������
������ ���� ���Tour of Satellite Truck and a creative art activity 
exploring ways we communicate. 
     " �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�" �����#��$$������	 %��#��$$�� ���� ���Tour of Satellite Truck followed by 
writing with Laura Flett  
 
�����*0��������*0��������*0��������*0���� �����1���#��#���1����1���#��#���1����1���#��#���1����1���#��#���1��� ���� ���Our church community is all together in 
the sanctuary today for this annual celebration of the Visual and Performing 
Artists in our midst.  
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Watch your emails for the 
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For all rising 6th, 7th, 8th 
and 9th graders!  
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Green Tip of the Month 
 
Let’s celebrate a cheap, eco-friendly, multi-use product: baking soda.  Some of the many ways you can use baking soda: 
· For a great green cleaning alternative, sprinkle on a sponge and clean your counters, fridge, and bathroom without scratching. 
· Wash chemicals off fruits and vegetables by soaking and scrubbing them in a pot of water with 3-4 tablespoons of baking soda. 
· Use a bowl of baking soda to control moisture in places that need it, such as under sinks. Stir it occasionally for maximum effec-

tiveness. 
· Sprinkle it on carpets and rugs to deodorize them. Leave it on a half hour then vacuum. Avoid humid areas as the powder will 

cake. 
· Soak a stinky mop in 4 tablespoons of baking soda and a gallon of water, to remove its odor. 
· Sprinkle it on the bottom of garbage cans and garbage bags and cat litter boxes to control odor. 
· Throw on stove fires as well as fire on clothes, fuel, wood, rugs and upholstery. The carbon dioxide in baking soda chokes the 

oxygen that fire needs.  
· Keep drains free of clogs by adding 4 tablespoons of baking soda a week and then flushing it with hot water. 
· Apply on fresh grease or oil spills on the garage floor to draw away the oil and then scrape away the remainder. 
· Soak combs and brushes in a baking soda solution to remove hair grease and hair product. 
· Add half a cup of baking soda to your laundry loads to brighten colors, remove stains and eliminate odor. Eliminate tougher 

clothing stains by scrubbing the powder directly onto the stain before washing. 
· Reduce heartburn by drinking 1/2 cup of water with 1/2 teaspoon of baking soda. 
· Clean chrome, jewelry and silver with a baking soda/water paste. Rub it in, let sit if necessary, rinse and dry. 
· Deter ants in the garden by creating a solid line of baking soda that ants will generally not cross. 
· Relieve the pain of insect bites and stings by rubbing a baking soda paste onto the wound. 
 
So, maybe you can use baking soda to replace some of the expensive, non-eco-friendly products that take up a lot of space under the 
sink.  Source: http://ecovillagegreen.com/2009/02/twenty-great-home-uses-for-baking-soda 

Calling All Painters, Sewers, Carvers, Jewelry Makers, Quilters, Kite Makers,  
and Everyone Else Who Would Like to Make Items for the Silent Auction:  

Let’s do it Together! 
 
When & Where: Thursdays at 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. and 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the All Souls' Social Hall 
What to Bring: You, your friends, and all materials you need (Bring a brown bag lunch or supper too if you wish.) 
Need to Know: If you bring your children, YOU must supervise them at all times.  However, they are welcome to  
    come make items for the Silent Auction too. 
Contact:   Elizabeth Just at 797-3435 or elizjust2003@yahoo.com  �

What Has UUism  
Meant to You?  

 

For the Unitarian Universalist 
Association's 48th Birthday on 
May 15th, 2009, The UUA in-
vited members to share blessings 
in their lives and stories of what 
Unitarian Universalism has meant 
to them. If you would like to read 
some of these often profoundly 
personal and deeply moving 
words, go to: 
 

http://www.uua.org/giving/news/
generosity/stories/index.shtml 
 

There is also a link at the bottom 
of the page for people to submit 
their own stories for inclusion. 
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Upcoming Denominational Events 

28 June – 3 July 2009 SWUUC Primary Camp (U-Bar-U Re-
treat Center – Central TX, near Austin). For children ages 8 to 11 
as of 1 September 2009. For more information, contact the 
church office or go online to http://swuuc.org/pages/services/
camps.php 

5-11 July 2009 SWUUC Junior Camp (U-Bar-U Retreat Center 
– Central TX, near Austin). For youth ages 12 to 14 as of 1 Sep-
tember 2009. For more information, contact the church office or 
go online to http://swuuc.org/pages/services/camps.php 

12-18 July 2009 SWUUC Senior Camp (U-Bar-U Retreat Cen-
ter – Central TX, near Austin). For youth ages 14-18 as of 1 Sep-
tember 2009 or 19 if just graduated from high school. For more 
information, contact the church office or go online to http://
swuuc.org/pages/services/camps.php 

26-31 July 2009 Dwight Brown Leadership Experience (aka 
“DBLE” – Glen Lake Conference Center, Glen Rose TX). DBLE 
is the cornerstone of SWUUC leadership development. For 6 
intensive days, leaders and leaders-to-be from congregations all 
over the district live together, learn together, worship together, 
work and play together. DBLE’s two objectives are to strengthen 
our SWUUC congregations and to contribute to the personal 
growth of each individual participant. For more information, con-
tact the church office or go online to  

2-7 August 2009 SWUUSI (Western Hills Guest Ranch - near 
Tulsa OK). Annual Southwest Unitarian Universalist Summer 
Institute – a family camp for all ages. This year SWUUSI is being 
held at a new location – Western Hills is located in Sequoyah 
Resort Park, featuring a golf course, swimming pool, horseback 
riding, archery, a bunk house for the young adults, 101 guest 
rooms and suites, 44 cottages, and 179 RV campsites. For more 
information, contact the church office or go online to http://
www.swuuc.org/swuusi/ 

Note: If you want more details on upcoming denominational 
events and trends beyond this newsletter article, I can email you a 
copy of my monthly denominational affairs report that I provide 
to the board and council members. If you are interested in receiv-
ing this report, please email me at stevecaldwell@bellsouth.net. 

Submitted by Steve Caldwell, 
All Souls Denominational Affairs Committee Member 

Current Covenant Group Listing 
You do not have to be a member of All Souls to join a covenant group or take 
a class.  We hope that through your participation, you will make a close cir-
cle of friends that you will look forward to seeing at Sunday services and 
other All Souls events. 
 

Movie Covenant Group  
Meets the first Friday of each month at the church. All movie buffs 
welcome! Dexter (Dee) Smith, 318-779-0239; cell: 318-518-6177 or 
John Allen, 318-865-2008; cell: 318-525-7806.   
Green Sanctuary Group 
Generally meets either the 3rd Thursday of every month at 7 PM at 
the church. The purpose of this covenant group is to continue the 
"greening" of group members and of our church community. Contact 
Dionne Procell, 347-0041 or dprocell@comcast.net   
Earth-Based Spirituality Group 
For practitioners of Earth-Based traditions and those interested in 
learning more. All paths are welcome. Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
of each month, after church. Contact Rovena Windsor, 925-2180 or 
rovena@hughes.net 
Parenting Group 
For parents of all ages to share suggestions and support. Currently on 
hiatus, but if you would be interested in reviving such a group, con-
tact Susan Caldwell at dre@allsoulsuushreveport.org or  465-3427. 
UU Christian Fellowship Bible Study Group  
Is now on hiatus until August. Contact Roger Christian, 347-7083. 
Eastern Religions Covenant Group 
Meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Hazel Martin (869-2290). 
They are reading “The Essence of Shinto”, by Motohisa Yamakage.  
Hiking Group 
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 
Susan Bettinger, 868-0863, to schedule and plan future hikes. 
Vocal And Instrumental Ensemble 
This group meets at 7:30 p.m. on the 1st Thursday of the month at 
various members’ homes.  Bob Jordan, 861-0167. 
 

Ongoing Groups, Organizations and Activities 

The Choir of All Souls  
The choir usually rehearses on Wednesdays and Sundays at 5:30 p.m. 
However, because schedules are changeable, please call Barbara at 
797-1957 if planning to come for the first time.  
Meditation Group 
Sitting Buddhist meditation, free of charge and open to all.  Newcom-
ers welcome.  Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. at the church.  Larry Androes, 
221-6833. 

Shop Online and Raise Money for  
All Souls!! 

 

To help All Souls with our ministry 
and community outreach, we have 
created online vendor partnerships 
with iGive and Amazon.com. 
 

To find our online partnership links: 
 

http://allsoulsuushreveport.org/blog/
vendor_partnerships/ 
 

The partnership links will provide you 
with the convenience of online shop-
ping when buying gifts for your loved 
ones and also help raise money for 
All Souls. 
 

[Submitted by Steve Caldwell, 
 All Souls Webmaster] 

SWUUSI 2009 
The Way to Peace  
is Through UU’s 
 

With Theme Presenter  
The Rev. Dr. Quiyamah Rahman  
August 2-7, Western Hills Guest Ranch,  
Sequoyah State Park, Oklahoma 

A Unitarian Universalist camp experience for all 
ages.  For more information and registration, visit  
http://www.swuuc.org/swuusi/ 
 

Early registration still open through June 30!   

Southwest 
Unitarian  
Universalist  
Summer 
Institute  
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This will be your last bulk-mailed paper newsletter from All Souls. Starting in August, 2009, we will 
move to an electronic newsletter. Our online newsletter will be available the first of each month (as it has 
been for years) on our website, www.allsoulsuushreveport.org. To access the newsletter, scroll down the main 
page until you see the heading “Recent Posts” in the right sidebar. Click on “Newsletter Archive”, which will 
take you to a page where you can access, read, and if you wish, print not only the most recent newsletter but 
also back issues dating to 2004. You don’t even have to be on our yahoo email newslist to read the newsletter, 
although we will send reminders to that newslist each time another newsletter is uploaded.   
 
If you have no access to a computer or the internet, please call the church office at 868-3313. For the 
computer-free or the internet-challenged, we will mail your newsletter first class mail. We will also 
have copies available in the foyer for you to pick up at church. 
 
The church staff and board have discussed this step for many months, but increasingly restrictive changes in 
the new requirements for sending bulk mail have made this the perfect transition time. Plus, we’re saving pa-
per, copier fees and supplies, energy, and time, so it is also part of the ongoing “greening” of our church.  
 
p.s. — if you would like to receive our weekly email updates on upcoming events at the church, please email 
the office and we will send you an invitation to join the yahoo announcement-only list. You can also sub-
scribe yourself by going to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AllSoulsNews/ and clicking “Join this Group.” 


