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All Souls News 

January Services at 11:00 a.m.  
Nursery care is available from 10:45 a.m.   

Children and youth join us in the Sanctuary each Sunday before they are dismissed to class.   
January 2nd  11:00 a.m.   “New Perspectives for a New Year” with Chaplain Barbara Jarrell and friends.  
 Board People of the Day:  Susan Bettinger and Robert Smith 
 
January 9th  11:00 a.m.    Amanda Lawrence is in the pulpit this morning with “From This Hour.”  A Special Congre-
gational Meeting will convene following the service at 12:30 p.m.  (See the notice on Page 8) 
 Board People of the Day: Amanda Lawrence and John Allen    
 
January 16th    Clay Walker is in the pulpit this morning as we celebrate the life and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.   
 Board People of the Day: Mark Mullens and Jared Davis 
     
January 23rd  11:00 a.m It is World Religion Day in Shreveport—Bossier, and our special guest this morning in honor 
of that event is Rev. Aaron Dobynes of Evergreen Baptist Church.  Please join us from 1:00—5:00 p.m. that after-
noon at the Highland Center for the 12th Annual Celebration of World Religion Day.  
 Board People of the Day: Claudia Harris and Virginia Villarreal 
  

 
   

Please check the 2011 chart in the hallway to sign up for Sanctuary Flowers.  

News from the Membership Committee: 
  

On December 12th we formally Ingathered the following New Members into our church family: 

Beth Bailey, Mary Ann Bowie, Jonathan Gibson, Terry McNeil, Danette Moore and Michael Diaczynsky. 

On the same day we held an Information attended by Patrick Early who signed the Stepping Stones Book. 

  

Please take the time to get to know these fine people and help them become a part of our Congregation.  Our next Information 

Session will be Sunday, January 16th right after the main service. These meeting are co-facilitated by the Membership Commit-

tee and the Staff and are tailored to Visitors and Guests that would like more information about Unitarian Universalism, the 

activities and possible areas of involvement at All Souls that might be of interest, and the Membership Process. The meeting 

will begin at 12:30 and is an excellent way to gain a better feel for the suitability of the church in meeting a persons spiritual 

needs. Questions are answered and spiritual journeys are shared (as comfortable) in a safe and loving environment. 

 Should you have any questions about Membership, please feel free to contact me at any time. 
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Letter from the President’s Desk 

 Happy New Year to each of you!  

 

The year 2010 brought numerous new members to our congregation, and we 

vowed to be a ‘house of friendship and freedom’, a ’haven in times of trouble’, 

and a ‘guardian of each person’s dignity and worth’- for our new members and 

for all of us. I believe that each of us must think about how to achieve these 

ends as there will be little accomplished without action taken. 

Several months ago I reported on conversations with John Ratcliff that enumer-

ated the values of one-on-one conversation.  The third principle of Unitarian 

Universalism promises that ‚acceptance of one another and encouragement to 

spiritual growth‛. This, to my mind, is what John was talking about. 

Since those conversations with John, I have had a discussion with Betty Parent, 

who recalled times in the past when All Souls members were especially sup-

portive- ‘a haven in times of trouble’. Our second principle pledges ‘justice, 

equity and compassion in human relationships’. I think that’s what Betty was 

talking about. 

The year 2011 can be a wonderful year. I am looking forward to our working 

together to transform commitment to our pledges and our principles into ac-

tion. Each of us has unique ideas, talents and capabilities. Let us explore and 

utilize them in our service to each other, to All Souls and to the community at 

large. 

 

 

Yours in the journey, 

Susan Bettinger 

The word that comes to mind with January’s Volunteer of the Month is fun. 

Pam Holt has been chosen for her immaculate organization of the Silent 

Auction. Not only did she bring fun into the auction but also she brought it 

into the 21st century. She worked with our webminister, Steve Caldwell, to 

make an innovative use of the Etsy site to promote the items that were for 

sale and she worked with our office manager, Alex Contess, to create a Pay-

Pal account for  purchases and registrations. Her vision proved to be finan-

cially successful. You can’t beat fun and success. We thank you, Pam, for 

your vision and all the work you’ve done to bring it into reality.   

Pam Holt 



 

 

From the Chaplain 
  

This time of year always arrives in high definition--the longest, darkest nights set against 
the advent of light’s returning. Always there seems juxtaposed great wonder and loss—
children’s faces and thoughts of those no longer with us. Few of us get through this sea-
son without being touched deeply in some way or another—not uncommonly in many 
ways of both joy and sadness. Again we are reminded how precious and fragile and amaz-
ing and strong we are or can be. Hearts may be filled to overflowing or pierced and de-

pleted with a backdrop in which nature may appear utterly bleak or courageously evergreen. In this high 
contrast, high definition season the cycles of life prompt me to tell you once again how dear I find you all to 
be and that I am grateful for having had another year with you as your chaplain. 
 
For days I’ve been mulling over what I wanted to write in this newsletter. There is so much in excited motion 
within our congregation right now. From where I sit all I can see are wondrous possibilities. Energy is rising, 
ideas are whirling around, and creativity is in the wind and filling our sails. With the approaching New Year 
we have more opportunities to define our direction than I can recall at any point since I became part of this 
church over 25 years ago. Nothing that honors our shared principles is off the table; and absolutely anything 
we truly commit to can happen. To quote John Lennon, “There are no problems—only solutions.” With a 
generous application of your collective reason, experience, insight, heart, and imagination there is no limit to 
the potential. Drawing on the very Spirit of Life that moves through us and among us our worthy efforts will 
in time bear marvelous fruits. 
 
The Vision Statement that you helped shape articulates our values. Now we begin to put the wheels on that 
vision and those values. Daring to dream beyond our own lifetimes or at least quite far into them—say, 50 
years down the road—what do we project as the concrete, measurable result of our efforts and planning? 
What do we actually want to see All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church accomplish and look like? What dif-
ference will we have made in the Shreveport-Bossier community and how? What are the human needs of 
people in our area and what do we expect them to be in the future? So many of you are committed to ca-
reers that serve human need that we also need to consider how we will be meeting the spiritual needs of 
those already in service to humanity. 
 
The larger conversations regarding this most critical phase of planning are taking place now. I hope none of 
you will miss your chance to influence the course of this great shared journey. 
 
Yours in this evolving faith, 

Barbara 
  

 

The December 19th Winter Holiday Service  

featured a belated Bridging Ceremony for 2010 

Graduate Mac Orchard.  Mac just finished his 

first semester as a freshman at Louisiana Tech.  



 

 

Religious Education 
By Susan Caldwell,  DRE 

     

 With the turning of the year,  we turn our focus in 

the Religious Education Wing to World Religions. 

In January, our classes begin the World Religions 

pillar, and on January 23rd, Shreveport-Bossier cele-

brates its 12th Annual World Religion Day.   It’s a good time of year for finding the teachable moments that 

allow us to correct a popular misconception of our faith.  So often, when I mention  where I work, I get a 

response such as, ‚Oh, that’s that church with all the religions!‛ 

 

No, not quite. Do we teach many of the tenets of the world’s great religions? Absolutely! After all, one of 

the Six Sources of Unitarian Universalism is ‚Wisdom of the world’s religions, which inspires us in our 

ethical and spiritual life.‛  But are we teaching them in hopes that our children will ‚know them all‛ in or-

der to choose a faith path for themselves in adulthood?  Absolutely NOT.  For starters, we would have to 

be awfully arrogant to think that we could teach all there is to know about every religious tradition in the 

precious little time we have with the children and youth each week. It can take a lifetime of truly living any 

one faith tradition to begin to know all that is contained within it.  Second, and perhaps more importantly, 

we are raising our children to be Unitarian Universalists.  Are we raising them to have some knowledge, 

understanding and respect for the immense diversity of religious belief that makes up our world? No ques-

tion!  Will we disown them if they grow up to choose another path?  Of course not.   And yet, are we rais-

ing them to know that ours is a proud  and unique faith tradition in and of itself?  That we’ve grown from 

heretical roots in the early Christian Church in Europe and in the Congregationalist churches of early 

America into this Living Tradition that has expanded and evolved its original ideas of One God and Uni-

versal Salvations? Yes, in every lesson, in every pillar, we are striving to do that...to teach this living, life-

affirming and hopeful faith and to grow it into the next generation and beyond. So, as the children once 

again study the teachings and practices of other faiths, and as the adults visit the different table displays 

and enjoy conversations at World Religion Day, we do so knowing that not only do we gain a better view 

of our world when we can see it  with so many windows open, we can also learn more about the common 

threads running through other traditions and our own in this interdependent web we share, and we can 

gain strength in this faith we call our own.    

 

Don’t forget that  World Religion Day offers some volunteer opportunities that will allow you not only to 

support this important event for our community, but also to work side by side with  members of other 

faiths to make the event happen.  It’s a great opportunity to make connections and learn from each other.  

Watch the foyer for opportunities to sign up for the various tasks. We’ll need help with set-up on Saturday, 

January 22nd, and with the concession stand and welcome tables on the day of the event itself, and of 

course we’ll need people to staff the All Souls table as well.  Learn more about World Religion Day on 

page 5.  

 

Many thanks to all of YOU, for your generosity to the children of Community Support.  You stepped up 

beautifully to take care of all thirty children. I’m grateful to everyone who helped wrap the gifts after 

church on December 19th, and to  Crystal Butler for helping wrap the rest and for sorting and organizing 

them all!  

              Blessings for the New Year, 

              Susan  

 
 

 

 

Year’s end is neither an ending nor a beginning, but a going on, 

with all the wisdom that experience can instill in us.”  

         Hal Borland 



 

 

YOU CAN DO IT! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Home Repair and  
Preventive Maintenance  
with Betty Gorey Parent 

Saturday, January 8th  
1:00—5:00 p.m.  

 
Hey!! Want to learn some of the “tricks of the trade” on 
how to do your own repairs or when to call in a contrac-
tor? Also tips on preventative maintenance for your 
home and appliances (like Tang to clean the dish-
washer)? 

I’ll be offering the class on January 8th, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
on Saturday.  Free and open to anyone, no stereotypi-
cal gender expectations, donations to the church grate-
fully accepted. 

Mark your calendar, this is going to be a fun one. 
           - Submitted by Betty Gorey Parent  

The 11th Annual 

World Religion Day 
Sunday, January 23rd, 2010 

1:00—5:00 p.m.  

The Highland Center 

520 Olive St., Shreveport 
Come and learn about the world’s 

religions from the people who live 

them. Experience the amazing religious diversity right 

here in our own community, in an atmosphere of respect, 

with no attempt to proselytize or convert.  

 

%ÌÈÛÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯ8ÌÈÙɀÚɯ*ÌàÕÖÛÌɯ2×ÌÈÒÌÙȯɯ 

Dr. Anil Nanda 
Shreveport Neurologist and Member of Sadhu 

Vaswanee Hindu Temple  

Also featuring the very first  

World Religion Day Youth Essay Contest Winner  

 

 ÕËɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌÚɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÌß×ÌÊÛɯ

from this quality event: 

 
Panel Discussions on Questions that Concern Us All 

Table Displays Featuring Literature, Great Food, and 

People to Answer Your Questions  

A Variety of Musical Performances  

The Interfaith Café, with terrific coffee provided by Mat-

thew Linn and Columbia Café  

 

FAITH TRADITIONS REPRESENTED: Baha’i,, Baptist, 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Conservative Judaism, Re-

form Judaism, Roman Catholicism, The Evangelical Lu-

theran Church of America, The United Methodist 

Church, Eckankar, Unity, Wicca, Church of Christ, Scien-

tist and Unitarian Universalism, among others. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for the All Souls table and for 

the overall event — watch your emails or call Susan 

Caldwell at 318-465-3427.   

World Religion Day  

YOUTH ESSAY CONTEST  
Open to Youth, 9th-12th Grade, or Ages 14-18. 

Write an essay on the topic: 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯ#ÖÌÚɯ,àɯ%ÈÐÛÏɯ,ÌÈÕɯÛÖɯ,ÌȮɯÈÕËɯ'ÖÞɯËÖɯ(ɯ

/ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯ(Ûɯ(Õɯ,àɯ#ÈÐÓàɯ+ÐÍÌȳɂɯ 
500-750 Words, 12-point type, double-spaced. 

DEADLINE EXTENDED!!! Email to  

worldreligionday@allsoulsuushreveport.org no later than 

midnight, January 14th. Attach as Word doc. or .pdf. Include 

name, phone, email,, congregation and name of clergy or 

youth leader, along with parents’ contact info and written per-

mission.  FIRST PRIZEð$100 Bank Gift Card and the oppor-

tunity for the author to read the winning essay at the Opening 

Ceremonies of World Religion Day on January 23rd , 1 pm at 

the Highland Center 

SECOND PRIZE ð $50 Gift Card   

THIRD PRIZE ð $25  Gift Card  



 

 

 
Upcoming Denominational Events 

 
Upcoming Denominational Events  
14-16 January 2011 Gulf Coast YRUU Rally (First UU Church, 
Houston TX) . For high school youth ages 14-19. The theme for this 
ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓ Ȱ#ÏÍÅ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢȱ !ÌÌ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÕÅ ɉÎÏÔ 
simply post-marked) on 7 January 2011 ɀ that is your final registra-
tion deadline. The early registration deadline is 3 January 2011. For 
more information, contact the church office or go online here: 
http://swuuc.org/media/docs/forms/Gulf%20Coast%202011.pdf  
 
 
11-13 February 2011 SW District Winter Religious Educator 
and Youth Advisor Conference (Still Water Lodge, Glen Rose 
TX)Ȣ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ Ȱ7ÅÁÖÉÎÇ /ÕÒ 3ÔÏÒÉÅÓȟ 7ÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
$ÒÅÁÍȱ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 55! Ȱ4ÁÐÅÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ &ÁÉÔÈȱ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÁȢ 
This conference will include theme talks by Aisha Hauser (Children 
& Families Program Director ɀ Unitarian Universalist Association). 
For more information, contact the church office or go online here: 
http://www.swuuc.org/media/docs/Registration%20brochure%
20take%20one.pdf 
 
 
29-30 April 2011 SWUUC Spring Conference and Annual Meet-
ing (Hosted by First Unitarian Church of Oklahoma City) . For 
more information, contact the church office. 
 
 
[Submitted by Steve Caldwell, All Souls Denominational Affairs Com-
mittee Member]  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Current Covenant Group Listing 
You do not have to be a member of All Souls to join a covenant group or 
take a class.  We hope that through your participation, you will make a 
close circle of friends that you will look forward to seeing at Sunday ser-
vices and other All Souls events. 

 Earth-Based Spirituality Group 

For more information, contact Rovena Windsor, 286-5315 
or rovena@hughes.net 

Eastern Religions Covenant Group 

Meets Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Hazel Martin. 
Currently reading  The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins. 
Group facilitator is Hazel Martin. 

First Friday Film Group 

Meets the first Friday of each month. All movie buffs wel-
come! Contact John Allen, 318-865-2008; cell: 318-525-
7806.  

Hiking Group 

Meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the home of Susan Bettinger, 868-0863, to schedule and 
plan future hikes. 

Men’s Lunch Group 

Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m., Zo-
colo Restaurant, Shreveport. Open to any men from the 
church. Contact Roger Christian, 347-7083. 

Vocal And Instrumental Ensemble 

This group meets at 7:30 p.m. on the 1st Thursday of the 
month at various members’ homes.  Bob Jordan, 861-0167. 

Young Adult Group 

For more information, contact Jennifer-Kaye Smith at 528-
8748 or Noah Wagstaff at 797-1957. On Facebook, check 
out "All Souls UU Young Adults."  

Ongoing Groups, Organizations and Activities 

The Choir of All Souls  
The choir usually rehearses on Wednesdays and Sundays at 
5:30 p.m. However, because schedules are changeable, 
please call Barbara at 797-1957 if planning to come for the 
first time.  

Meditation Group 

Sitting Buddhist meditation, free of charge and open to all.  
Newcomers welcome. Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. at the 
church. Larry Androes, 221-6833. 

Stay Out of the Cold and Stay Warm ɀ Shop Online and 
Raise Money for All Souls!!  
To help All Souls with our ministry and community outreach, 
we have created online vendor partnerships with iGive and 
Amazon.com. 
 
You can find our online partnership links here: 
 http://allsoulsuushreveport.org/blog/
vendor_partnerships/ 

 

 
The partnership links will provide you with the convenience of 
online shopping while also to help raise money for All Souls. 
 
[Submitted by Steve Caldwell, All Souls Webmaster]  

mailto:rovena@hughes.net


 

 

S u n  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  

      1 New Year’s 
Day 

2  
11:00 AM Wor-
ship 

3  4 Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Eastern 
Religions Group 

5 
 
11:30 AM Brown 
Bag 
 
7:00 PM Writing 
Group 

6 7 8 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 

9 
11:00 AM Wor-
ship 
12:30 p.m.  
Special  
Congregational 
Meeting  

10 11 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Eastern 
Religions Group 

12 
 
11:30 AM Brown 
Bag 
 
7:00 PM Writing 
Group 

13 
5:45 PM  
Worship  
Associate  
Training  
7:00 PM  
Worship Team  

14 15 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 

16 
11:00 AM  
Worship 

17 Martin  
Luther King, Jr. 
Day 

18 Office Closed 
 
6:00 PM Council 
7:30 PM Board 
 
7:00 PM Eastern 
Religions Group 

19 
 
11:30 AM Brown 
Bag 
 
7:00 PM Writing 
Group 

20 21 22 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 

23 
11:00 AM  
Worship 
 
1:00 5:00 PM 
World Religion 
Day 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Eastern 
Religions Group 

26 
 
11:30 AM Brown 
Bag 
 
7:00 PM Writing 
Group 

27 28 29 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 

30 
11:00 AM  
Worship 

31      
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CONGREGATIONAL  

SPECIAL MEETING 
ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

From: Virginia Villarreal, Board Secretary 
To:  All Members, Inactive Members and Friends 
 
In accordance with the Bylaws of our church, and as 
requested by the majority of members at the congre-
gational meeting on December 19, 2010 I, as Secre-
tary of the Board, hereby announce that All Souls 
Unitarian Universalist Church will hold a special con-
gregational meeting on Sunday, January 9, 2011 at 
12:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  

 

ON THE AGENDA:  

 

Approve the final version of the 2011 Budget  

Approve the Vision and Mission Statement  

 
Please make every effort to attend.  
 

All active members should attend this meeting or 
give their proxies to those who can.   
Inactive members and friends of the church are in-
vited and encouraged to participate, but bylaws 
stipulate that only those members who have 
been active 30 days or longer may vote.  

 
We must have a quorum.  Childcare provided.  

Christmas Market  

2010  
Many thanks to Elizabeth Just for having the 

idea and doing VERY  

significant legwork to bring the first All Souls 

Christmas Market into being!  Take a look at 

some of the Sights & Sounds! 

Todd Courtney was dancing in 

the streets for the cause! (Watch 

for the video on Facebook soon!)  

Dave and Emma McCarty sold 

their Artisan Lemonade, made from 

genuine McCarty-Grown lemons, as 

a benefit for the All Souls Playground 

Fund.   

Brown Bag Discussion Group 
11:30 a.m.ɭ1:00 p.m.  ~  All Souls Social Hall 

Meets every Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring your lunch, bring your friends, and join us to hear a  

fascinating speaker and stay for discussion afterward.  

 

January 12th  ɭ  We welcome back Benjamin Riggs, Buddhist teacher and leader of the Refuge Meditation 

Group 

 

January 19th ɭ   Witness from the Balcony of Room 306, an award-winning documentary on the assassina-

tion of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., from the perspective of the Rev. Billy Kyles, the only person 

standing on the balcony with Dr. King that evening.  

  

January 26th ɭ   As promised, Sir Winston Churchill is all better now —- still dead, but all better — and 

will be here this morning to make it up to us for his cancelled appearance in December.   Yes, you read that 

right.  Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill, two-time prime minister of Great Britain, British army offi-

cer, author, historian and Nobel prize winner -- THAT Winston Churchill will join us—really! -  across the 

boundaries of space and time for a reflection on his illustrious life.   

Rick Carlisle brought his 

handcrafted Native Ameri-

can flutes 

Bob Jordan   

helped create a festive atmosphere with 

carols on the hammer dulcimer.  

Janine Demerath 

brought beautiful cloth-

ing from Guatemala 

Best clean-up 

detail EVER!  

 


